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his son of fourteen years refused investiture at the hands of
the mukhtar, or mayor, on the ground that he was an in-
ferior, but with his own hands bound the sheikh's turban
half-way around his head,, leaving the other half hanging
down, declaring that when he was old enough he would go
to Dusuk, in Egypt (where the founder Is buried), and there
receive proper investiture from his own superior khalify!1

We have just used the term "no permanent organic
union." Temporary organic union, as applied to districts,
there may be under the authority of the mur'shid, that is,
the guide or director. This sort of union long antedated
the organization of the orders in the twelfth century. The
murshid of to-day is a reversion to a Semitic type, which
created the schools of the prophets and reappeared in the
early days of Islam. Then great teachers arose, possessing
qualities of leadership, who attracted bands of followers.
"Such teaching saints/' says Macdonald, speaking of the
ante-crusading period, " came and went, and with their death
their circle of disciples broke up. The unit of organization
was still the teacher and for his life only/7 3 Here is a descrip-
tion, applying equally to the modern murshid, whose influ-
ence is circumscribed locally, and is purely personal, being
after the order of Melchizedek, without father and without
descent. From time to time there arises a sheikh of extraor-
dinary piety or ability, or both, attracting by sheer force of
personality the dervishes of the surrounding country, who in-
stinctively acknowledge his God-given authority, yielding
him perfect obedience. Thus, within a given order several
murshids may coexist, controlling different groups. More-
over, such authority may extend over several orders. The
celebrated Abu Rabah', one of the notables of Jaffa, who has
only recently died, was sheikh of the four principal orders,
controlling their votaries, sheikhs and laymen as far south as
Gaza, "like a general in the army/7 so a poor sheikh of
the Qadiriyeh told me. He might assemble these at Jaffa,
when the occasion arose, for general business, or he might

1 See Baldensperger's article (op. dt.), p. 33.

2 "The Religious Life and Attitude in Islam/7 p. 161, by D. B. Mac-
donald (1909)^